
Third Annual Classic City American Music Festival

Sunday, July 3 @ The Melting Point



This July 4th weekend, honor our great country with an event spangled with music stars from across the Southeast. The Melting Point, Nomad Artists and Athens' favorite purveyors of modern bluegrass, Packway Handle Band, have teamed up for a third year to bring you the biggest and brightest American Music Festival yet.

"This is by far the best lineup we've had," enthuses Packway fiddler and event organizer Andrew Heaton.

This is an all-day affair with two stages of music (indoor and outdoor) and a brand-new artists' market. Big names on the bill this year include Drive-By Truckers' Patterson Hood, nitty-gritty roots band The New Familiars and Grammy winner Art Rosenbaum. Heaton says he is particularly looking forward to seeing innovative bluegrass band Seven Handle Circus for the first time. Not long after they were booked for the American Music Festival, Seven Handle Circus played an acoustic set at Publik Draft House in Atlanta and Mumford & Sons happened to drop in and catch the set. To the band's delight and complete shock, Mumford & Sons asked the boys to open for them at The Fox Theatre that night. So, with that fine endorsement behind them, it's exciting that their next show is here in Athens.

For those of you who caught Packway's debut electric set at AthFest, Heaton wants to clarify that although they plan to revisit that set-up in the future, for the American Music Festival Packway will be showcasing their standard setup, "the one we've worked on and honed over the last years."

Event sponsor Terrapin is bringing in tents for the occasion, so the music and market will carry on rain or shine. Tickets are on sale now for $17, and they'll be $20 at the door or $12 with a UGA student ID. This is a family-friendly event open to all ages, and kids under 12 get in free.
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