Club Notes: Snorting Liquor
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Flute, fiddle, banjo, upright bass, mandolin and g...
Flute, fiddle, banjo, upright bass, mandolin and guitar: it’s not the Five Eight acoustic set, that’s for sure, but due to a perceived flip in the order, the Packway Handle Band is up first in the 40 Watt on Thursday, Dec. 8. This local six-piece bluegrass phenomenon constantly enthralls me with its finely intertwined Kentucky bluegrass melodies ranging from the deepest of baritones to the warmest amber tones, all backed by truly authentic pluck and fiddle work and that bopping bass line that puts a little jiggle-and-roll throughout the early-show crowd.

While the Packway Handle Band effervesces with an original, often gospel-bluegrass vibe relying heavily on traditional tunes like “Talk It All Over With Him,” they also slip in tongue-in-cheek humor courtesy of the razor-sharp wit of Andrew Heaton, which educates us to the fact that Satan exists in space and of a place where people inhale alcohol. On a friendlier note though, Packway also pulls off inspiring adaptations of pop classics from the likes of The Cars’ “Just What I Needed” and Talking Heads “Psycho Killer,” and I’ll be damned if another top-notch sizzling set from these troubadours hasn’t convinced me to let the moths out of my wallet to buy their new album (Sinner) You Better Get Ready. 
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