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Ensemble experiments with styles, instruments
March 17, 2011
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By BRAD NEWMAN 
Members of The Packway Handle Band don't just share the stage. They also share the same microphone.
The bluegrass ensemble, with four vocalists, adopts the once-popular bluegrass performance technique for its live shows. The approach allows for a more dynamic live experience, band members said.
"It's the way it used to be done, but now it's pretty unusual," said banjo player Tom Baker. "We like the old- fashioned way."
The five-member, Georgia-based group is scheduled to perform in Amarillo. The show is set at 9 p.m. Wednesday, March 23, at the Golden Light Cantina, 2906 S.W. Sixth Ave.
The Packway Handle Band's roots reach back to the high school days of Baker and fellow bandmates Josh Erwin and Michael Paynter. The trio performed in various rock bands through college before discovering bluegrass music.
"We got into bluegrass and we really haven't stopped," Baker said.
The group still bases its music on traditional bluegrass, but in recent years has incorporated its own styling to the sound, Baker said.
"We've become more confident as musicians and have been experimenting more recently," he said.
The group now consists of acoustic guitar, banjo, mandolin, bass, fiddle, electric guitar and percussion. "We've added just about everything you can imagine," Baker said.
And of course, multipart vocal harmonies also are a signature of the band's sound.
The quintet has released four full-length albums, including a gospel project titled "(Sinner) You Better Get Ready," and one live EP.
Its latest project, "What Are We Gonna Do Now?" released in 2010.
Baker said the band anticipates another fun outing in Amarillo.
"We've played there several times, and we always have a really good time," he said. "That's our hope for everyone who comes out."
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