‘Packway’ rocks bluegrass
Band expands on genre with new album, features upbeat songs, honest lyrics
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The first song on the Packway Handle Band's newest release claims, "I am a walking disaster," but it's clear from the beginning of the song the band is no such thing.
The country twang of the vocals mixed with clap-along melodies and quick picking of the banjo by Tom Baker makes for a fun sound that's hard to fit into one category. After two upbeat, catchy songs, the band's  album "What Are We Gonna Do Now?" changes pace into a slower number showcasing a beautiful fiddle part by Andrew Heaton. Next up comes one of the most interesting songs on the album, lyrically: "What Is a Packway Handle?" The song brings up the apparently long and arduous story of the band name's origins, which includes "Tourette's syndrome and too much beer," though it never truly gives a straightforward answer. Beyond their obviously fun personalities is a serious love of their music and making music in general.
In 2002, just after Packway Handle decided to start playing bluegrass music, they took fourth prize in the Bluegrass Competition at the Telluride Music Festival. They were also finalists at that same music festival the following two years. The trek there and their ensuing success led to a friendship and bond obvious at any of their shows, as they all sing and play instruments around two central microphones. The five musicians have toured all over the U.S., from Alaska to Maine, as well as in plenty of European locations such as the U.K., Holland and France. The quintet has released four full-length albums and a live EP since they came together.
The record has enormous potential for appeal to a huge audience. While most college students in general wouldn't list bluegrass as a favorite genre, Packway Handle dispels all assumptions the label may bring. Citing such influences as Devo, Loretta Lynn and Monty Python, it's no surprise the band is so unique. Their rock music roots, from playing as a rock band in guitarist Josh Erwin's basement in high school, show through each of their songs. The quintet admits they've strayed from the conventional bluegrass genre into something completely their own.
Heaton put it plainly: "Most people consider us bluegrass, but most people who listen to bluegrass think we are something else."
With prodigious skill on each of their instruments and harmonizing vocals that can be easily sung along to, the quintet brings to the mainstream a genre often forgotten in modern country music. The lyrics are another facet of their songs in which they excel. With honesty in every word and subjects relevant to a large audience, Packway Handle draws listeners in with a lyrical range from the starkly serious to hilarious attempts to explain their name, often laced with sarcasm any college student can appreciate.
When asked about their ultimate goal for the band, Heaton jokingly answered, "We expect to play in outer space."
To check out their music, go to www.packwayhandle.com.

