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As soon as The Packway Handle Band starts singing, they seem like they’re coaxing as many people as possible to yell “How-dee!” back at them like amens from a congregation.

Traditional bluegrass rhythms and banjo plucking give a humble context to the five-piece suit.

But there’s no Carter Family Lord-praising or momma-mourning in here. 


They sing about the same late nights and blurry Saturday mornings as any other genre, but with a grace that comes from old-fashioned country music and all its heartbreaking potential.

Carefully disappointed by the pitfalls of a life approached honestly, they’re in perfect position to preach in a town full of aimless but hopeful twenty-somethings.

“What Are We Gonna Do Now?”, the band’s fourth release, is a departure from the darker religious commentary on the previous album, “(Sinner) You Better Get Ready.”

Songs center more around life on earth; drinking, weariness and pesky love. The tempos have slowed down, as well as the fervor of their proclamations, resulting in a calmer and more polished sound.

The fiddle and twang blend tightly to make the quintet sound as practiced as any group of old-timers.

They’re casual and sassy, delivering lyrics like they’ve just snuck a little whiskey.

The oddly self-referencing song “What Is A Packway Handle?” doesn’t actually clear up the question, but does reveal that their flavor of bluegrass is immodest and ironic.

It’s no ego parade though. These guys can really play. Fans of straight-laced bluegrass and snarky country both will appreciate the lyrical liberties the band takes along with their complicated instrumentation.

VERDICT: Triumphant and self-deprecating, the hedonistic country wiles of “What Are We Gonna Do Now?” are a good choice if you need to score the start of your road trip.

