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AthFest: Packway Handle Band
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Through the pounding rain and masses of umbrellas on Friday night, it was difficult to concentrate on the music when water is running into your shoes and umbrellas are swinging a little too close for comfort. 
However, Packway Handle Band captured the crowd’s attention with their lively Americana, bluegrass.
After taking a year off from Athfest, Packway, who has been playing together for 9 years, returned to the Classic City, and their hometown, to participate in this marathon music weekend.
“Athfest isn’t like any other festival that we’ve played at,” said Josh Erwin, guitar and vocals. “It’s more about the music than anything, a giant showcase of such a variety of bands.”
Playing between 170-220 gigs a year, Packway keeps busy on the road. While some may think internal band feuds may arise from too much togetherness, you would be surprised to hear that their most common argument is over costume.
“I spend at least 2 hours planning what I’m wearing,” said Michael Paytner, mandolin and vocals.
At the 2008 Athfest, they sported camouflage, but this Athfest they kept it classic with a vintage aesthetic, which only added to their captivating and energetic bluegrass tunes. 
If you weren’t able to catch them Friday night, you will have a second chance to experience their magic in a more intimate environment at Melting Point located on Thomas Street on the 4th of July for the American Music Festival.
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